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ABOVE: Author’s huge 
black bear; note the 
prime glossy coat.

BLACK BEAR

illegal and unethical to shoot a sow with cubs and we 
weren’t about to do so unless a life was in danger. 

A good night’s sleep to a refreshing start and I’d almost 
forgotten the whole affair. It was now time to start hunting. 
Lloyd would be guiding me today, so he and I set off to a 
site about 20 minutes by quad bike.  On this particular bait 
site, the boys had built a platform which comfortably 
accommodated two people . Climbing up, Lloyd and I set 
up the cameras and anxiously awaited our quarry.  Perhaps 
a bit too comfortable, with bench seat and back rest, I must 
admit I nodded off a few times.  Two hours later and there 
was no sign of any activity or approaching wildlife until 
Lloyd caught a glimpse of something black flash through a 
distant patch of bush.  Shortly after two or three light 
coloured objects followed confirming they were probably a 
pack of wolves.  At full alert I lifted the rifle and hoped one 
of them would show for a shot, as each bear tag comes with 
a wolf/coyote tag as well. Black bear numbers in the state of 
Alberta, Canada are very high, so hunters are allowed two 

black bear per season with wolf/coyote as a bonus. In fact 
wolves were so common in this particular area we were 
hunting, Lloyd and Jon are considering winter wolf hunts 
for 2012.  Within moments a big male dog presented a shot 
not 120 meters distant and was looking directly towards the 
bait site.  I could see  his outline perfectly through the rifle 
scope standing broadside, however, a patch of saplings had 
him partially obscured; still an easy shot at this sitting duck 
I thought. With a perfect rest I slowly squeezed the trigger 
of the .270 while the recoil caused me to lose sight 
momentarily.  If ever I was certain of a perfect shot, it was 
this time I thought to myself.  Lloyd seemed to think the 
wolf had turned and disappeared  and I thought the old 
dog would be dead and only a matter of metres away. A 
closer inspection revealed the bullet had entered a sapling 
in front of him and deflected away to the base of a tree 
behind. With no sign of blood and disappointed to say the 
least we headed for home.  It was also obvious this pack of 



wolves were keeping the bears away from the bait site. 
Wolves in this heavily forested part of Alberta can tip the 
scales at over 130 pounds and a big alpha male can get to 
200 pounds, that’s one hell of a dog! Referred to as the 
Gray Wolf, they are not uncommon and roam the woods in 
pack of two to 20 animals.

Over the following days many bears were sighted, but I 
was looking for something in excess of six feet.  Over 
previous weeks a couple of clients had managed bears in 
excess of seven feet, weighing over 400 pounds , so I knew 
there was definitely a chance if I could hold out for a big 
one.  As Lloyd was heading back to town for a few supplies, 
I enjoyed the company of Jon, Mike, Chad and Greg for the 
rest of the week, together with several other bear hunters. 

Apart from running the show Jon’s also a keen video man 

and helped me out with some great bear footage from that 
week with his own camera. Mike, Greg and Chad are also 
excellent guides and knew where the big old timers would 
be hitting the baits. 

The boys walked me into many different bait sites and 
helped me set up each time and the anticipation of filming 
and photographing seemed to help pass the many hours spent 
on stand while waiting. Not all the bait sites featured 
platforms but moreso offered self climbing tree stands, which 
are simple to operate. Although several bears may visit a 
particular bait site for a feed, the boys tell me a truly big bear 
will guard a site and rarely allow smaller bears to approach. 
This seemed to be the case on one particular afternoon as I’d 
seen nothing all day, but where was the big boy?. Well, sitting 
in anticipation for something to show, it wasn’t until very late 
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ABOVE: The spacious 
and comfortable living 
area in the hunters’ 
lodge.

ABOVE RIGHT: Lloyd 
McMahon and son, Jon, 
outside the lodge.

BELOW: Hunters’ 
quarters from the lake 
shore, where pike 
fishing is also popular.



32  sporting shooter  October 2011

RIGHT: Author in 
treestand waiting 
to record bear 
action.

BELOW: Decent 
size balck bear 
approaches the 
bait station.

BOTTOM  
OF PAGE: 
Outfitters 
setting up a 
bait station.

evening this big old-timer decided it was time for a feed and 
slowly worked his way down a well worn game trail.  His ears 
looked small in comparison to his head and his wide chest and 
his slow saunter were all characteristics of a mature old male. 
Again, I slowly lifted the ..270 Win and I held steady for the 
shot. The bear continued to mill around and feed as I waited 
for the right angle for a shot. 

Taking a deep breath I slowly squeezed the trigger and 
slammed the old boar with a 130 grain spire point behind 
the shoulder. The bear took off in leaps and bounds 
through the surrounding timbers and then into the thick 
bush. All went silent as we eagerly listened for the crashing 
of bushes or some sign of his presence nearby.  About ten 
minutes later we began to follow the bear’s blood trail but 
as dark was fast approaching, it would make better sense to 
leave him till the morning.  Greg and Mike were confident 
we’d find him and even Chad came along to help in the 
search. Taking up from where we’d left off the previous 
evening, we tracked the old bruiser over a nearby hill and 
into a thick clump of bush.  A good blood trail soon led the 
team to where the old bruin lay and I was relieved to say 
the least.  Chad went back for the quad bike to help cart 
the bear out and after lots of photos and some video, we 
headed back to camp. After skinning was complete, my 
bear was measured and squared at six feet six inches; he 
was definitely my best to date.

Spring bear hunts are conducted in Alberta, Canada 
during the month of late April, May and into June which is 
prime time for a nice shiny coat, however, bears can also be 
hunted in the fall.

For further details regarding a hunt with Jon  
and Lloyd McMahon of Great White Holdings,  
phone Jon direct on 00111 780 818 6201 or visit  
www.greatwhiteholdings.com


